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The United States warmly welcomes Ms. Antonella Mularoni in her first appearance at the OSCE 

Permanent Council in her capacity as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of San Marino.  

 

The United States welcomes Minister Mularoni’s observation that OSCE can contribute its 

expertise to security and cooperation beyond our area.  We can and should work with 

neighboring regions, including cooperation with our partners in the Mediterranean region.  

 

The December 2011 OSCE Ministerial Council (MC) in Vilnius offers a valuable opportunity to 

address this very topic and to promote the coordination of international assistance to Southern 

Mediterranean states in democratic transition. For two decades, the OSCE has assisted democratic 

transition processes within its own participating States. We are in an ideal position to share our 

extensive experience and democratization toolkit with the states of North Africa.  

 

Along with you, Minister Mularoni, we are committed to respect for the exercise of fundamental 

freedoms, including freedom of expression, and we strongly support media freedom and the safety 

of journalists. We consider the fundamental freedoms enshrined in the UN Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, the International Covenants, the Helsinki Final Act and other OSCE documents 

to be just as critical and applicable to the new information technologies as they are when they are 

exercised off line. We encourage all governments of OSCE participating States to treat violence 

against journalists as a direct attack on free expression and to refute any attempt to silence critical 

or dissenting voices in the society.  We also encourage all governments to give their full political 

support to the strengthening of free and independent media by promoting safe and unimpeded 

conditions for journalists to perform their professional duties.  

 

We also applaud Minister Mularoni’s comments about the importance of election observation, 

and we support ODIHR’s and the Parliamentary Assembly’s continued efforts to protect 

democracy’s most cherished asset: the integrity of the electoral process. We continue to 

believe that both of these OSCE institutions play a critical role, with each providing unique 

and necessary expertise. As you know, OSCE’s well-deserved reputation for election 

monitoring is directly attributable to its objective criteria and procedures for election 

observation.   

 

We appreciate your thoughtful remarks and look forward to your participation at the 

Ministerial in Vilnius. 

 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


